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WHTgAWBSE 4KVT CLAM WITH QDAHG T&I "REBELS" 


X. Pros* rojKMrti of I March quota "informed sources" in 
Saigon as stating that fighting has broken out between 
Government forces and "rebel auxiliary troops" in Amnam*s 
Quang Tri province, near the 17th paralle truce demarca- 
tion line* 

A. The Diem Government is reported to hare despatched 
seven crack battalions, supported by armor and artil- 
lery, to put down tbo uprising. 

XX. There Is so apparent connection between this clash in the 
north and the chronic friction between Diem and the several 
armed sects around Saigon, in Cochlnchiaa. Instead, it 
appear* to be a hangover from Diem's dispute with then 
Chief of Staff Hlnh, in Sept-gov *54. 

Three weeks ago, a Vietnamese army officer. Major 
Pham fan Bon— commander of 610th Battalion and pro- 
Simh in sentiment— deserted his post at Fsifo (near 
the scene of the reported clash) taking some of his 
troops with him. 

following this incident, Vietnamese Army units on 
pacification duty in the area were given the addi- 
tional minion of capturing the Major and his deserters. 
Because the commander in the area. Colonel Nguyen Quang 
Soaah, is violently aati-Blnh and pro-Mem, it was ex- 
pected that this new mission would ho pressed. 
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III . Picture is further complicated by the 



presence in 


tyfj 


Tri of a guerrilla group^con trolled by the Dai Viet 
party, a nationalistic group once strong in Tonkin and 


not represented in Dies** regie*. 

A. Although the Dai Viet party has net previously 

tarried on arsed resistance, reports have stated that 
the group is Quang Tri totals 2,000 effectives and 
4,990 partly trained reservists, eh© have obtained 
arse free Viet Xlnh caches* 


9, A passible connection between this "Dai Viet angitis” 
and the pro-Hlnh deserters is provided by a report 
that, on 4 Peb, the 919th battalion was dlsaraed and 
dispersed because of the suspicion that it was aiding 
the "Dal Viet sags is.” 

IV. These developments should not have an issediato damaging 
effect on the stability of the Blah governsent. However, 
the suppression of a "robel" group in the north could 
prove a serious drain on the resource* of Diem** govern- 
ment, which simultaneously faces emergent dlssideace 
among the eects in the south. 
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